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The Carbon Sense Coalition 
has come out in support of 

“lights out” during Earth Hour 
(Saturday, March 30) but claimed 
the time should be renamed 
“Dark Hour” and suggested that 
consumers should also forgo the 
consumption of gasoline and die-
sel during this period.

Carbon Sense chairman Viv 
Forbes, claimed that consum-
ers should spend the hour they 
sit in the dark with no transport, 
air conditioning or hot coffee, 
remembering the contribution 
that carbon fuels have made to 
modern society.

“And while contemplating this 
hour of darkness, they should 
steel themselves for the hour 
when, if the global warming 
alarmists have their way, this 
will become a necessity not a 
nicety.

“The only thing that lifted 
mankind from the Stone Age 
was carbon energy from coal, 
oil and gas – for heating; for 
steam power; for electricity and 
water; for mining, smelting and 
refining of metals; for transport 
on land, sea and air; for light-
ing, heating, cooling and com-
munications; for production of 
food and chemicals; and for 
power for processing and man-
ufacturing.

“All of this comfort, safety, 
convenience and prosperity 
is now threatened by hysteri-
cal claims that man’s carbon 
emissions can and should 
be stopped. Even though the 
weather records and the sci-
ence deny the doomsday fore-
casts, the politicians, like lem-
mings, are leading us over the 
Greenhouse cliff. Without the 
nuclear parachute, it will not be 
a pleasant fall. 

“Many other countries have 
already experienced their own 
dark days, most caused by silly 
decisions taken to appease the 
Greenhouse gods.

“If we continue down this 
path, we can no longer assume 
that electricity will come at the 
flick of a switch. Consumers 
need to learn a new vocabulary 
for these bad new times – ‘load 
shedding, demand manage-
ment, quota allocation, rolling 

blackouts, brownouts, emis-
sion permits, load prioritisa-
tion, interruptible customers, 
emergency customers, zone 
rota systems, power emer-
gency declarations, priority 
lines, three-day-week ration-
ing, power outages, grid insta-
bility, electricity rationing, op-
erating reserve, maintenance 
shutdowns’ – all the jargon of a 
power system in crisis, suffer-
ing from stagnant or falling ca-
pacity and growing demand.

“One of the first places to ex-
perience power shortages was, 
appropriately enough, Califor-
nia in the early 2000s, where 
deep Greens have harassed 
and delayed every practical 
method of generating base-
load power. The operating re-
serve margin in California is 
now about 5% whereas 15% 
is considered safe. More dark 
hours can be expected there. 
And their ‘green tick’ solar col-
lectors will produce 12 ‘dark 
hours’ every day.

“Then came South Africa, 
which was forced to shut its 
big mines for several hours 
because of insufficient power 
to guarantee safe operation of 
the hoists. The South African 
Government has now admitted 
that demand for electricity will 

exceed supply until 2013 – five 
years of dark hours are in pros-
pect there. 

“Then it was China’s turn. 
The ‘global cooling’ of 2007 
plus insufficient generating 
capacity and inadequate coal 
stocks caused widespread 
power failures. Whole regions 
and millions of people were 
forced to cope with blizzards 
without power for days. Power 
blackouts and brownouts hit 17 
Chinese provinces.

“Then one day in Texas re-
cently, the wind dropped, the 
whirling blades stopped turn-
ing, power supply collapsed 
and load shedding started be-
fore the old reliables of coal, 
nuclear or gas could pick up 
the slack.

“The ageing European power 
grids are now also subject to 
similar disruptions from the 
intermittent supply from unreli-
able sources like wind and so-
lar. However France has been 
very canny by building large 
nuclear capacity, then agitat-
ing for decarbonisation for their 
competitors. Foolish Germany 
got sucked into this caper, but 
also committed to phase out 
their nuclear power. It is not 
possible to cut both nuclear 
power and carbon emissions at 

the same time without morbid 
consequences. Germans can 
only continue this rot while their 
accommodating neighbours will 
sell them the power.

“Across Africa, the Americas 
and the ‘stans’, the same prob-
lem appears – an ageing power 
grid and an orchestrated cam-
paign to delay and deter new 
power stations.

“Even here in Queensland, 
the coal capital of the world, a 
few blackouts in 2004 revealed 
an over-loaded and under-fund-
ed electricity grid. There may 
be a few more dark hours for 
us, at less convenient times. 

“Australia and New Zealand 
both live in cuckoo land, be-
lieving they can maintain living 
standards in the face of popu-
lation growth while drastically 
cutting carbon emissions and 
prohibiting nuclear power. Sat-
urday’s dark hour caper may be 
just a practice run.

“So, let us all in Australia and 
New Zealand spend our dark 
hour thinking on the realities 
of life – such as where we will 
get the electricity, motor fuel, 
food and jobs for our kids and 
grandkids if we allow the deep 
Greens to destroy our back-
bone industries, on the false 
promise that our sacrifice will 
improve the future climate. 

“To steal a phrase from a 
friend of mine: ‘On Saturday 
night, after they have turned off 
their lights, I suggest the par-
ticipants in Earth Hour wander 
down to the nearest beach, pee 
into the sea and observe what 
effect it has on the tide’.

“This will illustrate the effect 
that cutting man-made carbon 
emissions will have on future 
climate.”

Metallica Minerals Ltd man-
aging director Andrew Gillies 
sent Paydirt an announce-
ment issued by Viv Forbes of 
the Carbon Sense Coalition. 
Obviously sharing some of the 
views of Forbes, Gillies said: 
“My opinion is that all this fer-
vour on carbon emissions at 
present (probably more to do 
with government future tax-
es) unfortunately detracts the 
two principle world environ-
mental destruction culprits 
– population growth and land 
clearing (deforestation and 
general habitat destruction 
land/sea) which have many, 
many multiple effects higher 
and immediate than carbon 
emissions.”

We might also pee in the sea 
to change the tides …

Andrew Gillies


